
č u u - u u - y i ł
MIGRATORY SALMON DECLARATION

TO REMOVE OPEN-NET PEN FISH FARMS FROM THE PACIFIC OCEAN

This Declaration is inspired by our sacred duty to respect our uqhy’uu (relative) Salmon, whom 
we revere and who is a gift from n’aas, the Creator. 

 
BC First Nations | Nuučaaŉuuł Nations have pre-existing Salmon laws and oral histories based on 

hahuup tsumis (teachings from our ancestors), including Creation stories. As Salmon People, we have a 
collective responsibility to protect, care for and be in a good relationship with Salmon. It is a reciprocal 
relationship; we know from experience that if we take care of Salmon, they take care of us, and when 
they are in abundance, all life thrives. The health and wellness of our communities, ecosystems, and 

cultures are ONE with Salmon, and it is vital to maintain balance. Hišuk-iš  ts’awaak (everything is one), 
and there is an interconnectedness with Salmon, who feeds all of nature.

 
We declare our commitment to protect Salmon from open-net pen �sh farms, to stand up for 

uu’uušh y’umts, our relatives, Salmon, and to continue practicing our sacred duty to protect them and 
their habitats; including the ocean, estuaries, rivers, and their parent streams they return to every year. 

tsa-tsa-łuk (streamkeepers) help Salmon by clearing the streams for their arrival and departure. 
We need to clear migratory pathways for their journey to and from the ocean, as well.

CALL TO ACTION: 
As Salmon People and signatories to this Declaration, we commit to: 

Ensuring, by all means necessary, that Salmon populations are thriving 
and continue to feed future generations. 

Respect the hahuułi and sovereign inherent rights of all nations 
and we acknowledge that no one has a right to condemn a species to extinction.

Continue practicing our cultural responsibilities, sharing teachings, and 
preparing the next generation of Salmon stewards.

Relentlessly work towards the immediate removal of all open-net pen �sh farms, which is 
within our control and works to help Salmon return in abundance.
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