‘HISTORIC’
DECLARATIO
SIGNED

On the weekend of 1-2 November 2025, hundreds of First
Nations leaders, members and allies gathered in Port Alberni
BC for the Migratory Salmon Potlatch. The gathering was
hosted in Hupa&asath and CiSaa?ath territories by Hupa€asath
Hawit Tsu Tsii In (Alton Watts) and Hisk*ii?ath Elder/Artist
Anii¢agist (Tim Paul). The purpose was to practice the Potlatch
system as a cultural framework to deal with the complex topic

of getting fish farms out of coastal waters.

Invitation parties went out all summer to hereditary chiefs,
matriarchs, fisher families, youth, Indigenous knowledge
holders and culture keepers as well as allies, scientists, and all
friends of migratory salmon. The Potlatch featured many
speakers sharing stories about stewardship, traditional

leadership roles and responsibilities.

Many spoke of the challenge of living in two worlds. The
Potlatch was chosen as a cultural way to address the wicked
problem of salmon farming, which sees traditional families,
communities and Nations being divided by transnational
corporations. Host Alton Watts wanted to bring everyone
together in a good way, to share meals, to enjoy the scarce
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seafood resources (whose future is still threatened), and to
share cultural teachings, songs and dances to build good
energy for migratory salmon.

And many First Nations showed up! Leaders gathered from far
and wide, including members of the Winnemem Wintu Tribe from
California (who removed dams on the Klamath River to bring
back their salmon), the Syilx Nation and the Tsilhgot'in from the
Interior, as well as Nations from all over Vancouver Island.

The Kwakwaka'wakw Nations of the Broughton Area made a
thunderous entrance, with over one hundred people drumming
and singing their way in. The hall reverberated, and they brought
the house down with a message of hope, saying ‘We removed
salmon farms from our waters, and are being richly rewarded
with an abundance of salmon returning to their parent streams.
You can do it too, and we’re here to show our support!’.

Nations without salmon farms, such as Hesquiaht here in
Clayoquot Sound, made strong statements about the declines
they see in their territorial wealth, and the importance of
standing together to protect what’s left. Tla-o-qui-aht showed
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up, singing and dancing for an hour, taking us into the wee
hours of Sunday morning.

Citizens & leaders from Ahousaht pleaded for help, saying their
leadership wants to keep fish farms in the water past the 2029
deadline imposed by the federal government. The point was
emphasized, that not all Ahousaht people agree with MHSS
(Ahousaht economic development) on this file.

On Sunday morning, a Migratory Salmon Declaration was
signed by Chiefs from many Nations. The declaration calls for
signatories to “Relentlessly work towards the immediate
removal of all open-net pen fish farms, which is within our
control and works to help Salmon return in abundance”.

Many referred to the potlatch as ‘historic’, and it
may well be a turning point.

The impacts of salmon farming do not recognize borders, and
cannot be contained in any one Nation’s waters. As well,
salmon swim into the waters of other Nations, where they
cannot be protected from fish farms. Salmon also swim from
territory to territory, spreading pathogens from fish farms as
they go. The Declaration ‘acknowledges that no one has a right
to condemn a species to extinction’. It’s time to work together,
to create abundance not just for humans, but for all of Nature.

With Washington State having banned open-net pens, BC is
the only jurisdiction allowing them on the west coast of North
America. In BC, over 120 First Nations want fish farms out, as
do 75% of citizens. The fact that the feds plan to ban salmon
farms is a good first step. Everyone has
already done so much to get fish farms
out. Now, it’s up to us all to create the
pressure needed to put this issue over
the finish line!

READ THE DECLARATION HERE:

Get Wild!

ALWAYS ASK:
WILD OR FARMED?

Macleans Magazine’s list of food predictions for 2025
is topped by: the end of ocean-based salmon farming.

Why? Because in-water fish farms introduce parasites,
pathogens and pollution into the marine environment,
and have pushed wild salmon to the brink of extinction.

With a ban on open-net pens coming to British Colum-
bia in 2029, the industry’s days of polluting the ocean
are numbered. But this industry will not change its ways
without a battle.

Consumers have immense power to shape our world.
If nobody will buy a certain product, no-one will make it.

One way to speed the removal of salmon farms and the
recovery of wild salmon, is to refuse to purchase
farmed salmon.

No matter how it’s labelled, always ask your server or
fishmonger: “is it wild or farmed”?


https://clayoquotaction.org/the-sht-tapes-what-factory-fish-farms-dont-want-you-to-see-underwater/
https://clayoquotaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/SalmonDeclaration_final_11.02.25_web.pdf

